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JOURNEY INTO |

FESTIVALS %
festivals everywhere?

LESSON GOALS

Problem

e Define main characteristics and features of festivals.

e Understand the reasons behind the existence of
numerous festivals around the world.

e Reflect on the importance of festivals in human society.

e Create festivals for specific calendar dates.

Language Competence

e learn new vocabulary
related to festivals.

e Enhance presentation skills.

o encace

A & Look at the 3D picture, scroll to see more, and discuss
what you see with your class.

B Look at the pictures of various festivals. Match each festival with the country it
originated from. Explain your answers.

Gion Matsuri G\ Countries in East Asia,
J including China and Vietnam
Mid-autumn @ The United States
Diwali @ India
Thanksgiving @ Mexico
Dia De Los Muertos @ Japan
C "2 What festivals do you know? Talk about your favorite festivals and how your

family celebrates them.
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EXPLORE

A In groups, read and retell your assigned festival to the class.

People worldwide have celebrated festivals for ages, passing down traditions, customs,
and values through generations. Let's explore five incredible festivals from around the
world. Each festival is like a window into the culture and history of the people who celebrate

- Thanksgiving is a special holiday

“ celebrated on the fourth Thursday of
November in the United States. It began
@ when a group of early settlers and Native
fl Americans gathered in 1621 to give thanks
for a good harvest. Nowadays, it's a time for
families to come together and show
appreciation. The main event is a big feast
" with roasted turkey, stuffing, cranberry
sauce, and pumpkin pie. Parades and
football games are also common traditions.
Many Americans choose to volunteer and help those in need. This festival has an important
historical meaning, representing unity and gratitude in American culture.

The Gion Matsuri festival is a lively and famous event in Kyoto, W
Japan, held throughout July. This festival honors the gods during
challenging times and offers blessings for sickness, disasters,
and political unrest. People can watch beautiful floats called
yamaboko, hear traditional music, and see dance performances. /
Festival-goers also get to enjoy special foods like roasted sweet :
potatoes and tofu hot pot. Many participants and onlookers
wear colorful yukata, a kind of traditional Japanese summer
clothing. This festival has been celebrated for more than a
thousand years, showcasing Japan's rich culture and history.

_f / e\
; Yukata

Diwali, also known as the Festival of Lights, is
celebrated across India and other parts of the
world with significant Indian populations. Diwali
has its origins in old Hindu stories and has been
celebrated for a very long time, spanning many
generations. It wusually occurs in October or
November and lasts for five days. It represents the
victory of light over darkness and good over evil. During Diwali, people often wear new and
brightly colored clothes. They light oil lamps and candles, decorate their homes with colorful
rangoli (a decorative art created on the ground using powders, rice, or flower petals),
exchange gifts, and savor sweets. It's a time for family gatherings and prayer. :
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Dia De Los Muertos, or the Day of the Dedd, is a lively and
joyful festival originating in Mexico. It takes place from
October 31st to November 2nd. This special event is a way
to honor and remember loved ones who have passed
away. Families create altars called ofrendas, which are
decorated with photos, candles, marigold flowers, and
the favorite foods of the departed. Traditional sugar
skulls and bread of the dead are also part of the
celebration. People often paint their faces as colorful
skulls and wear traditional clothing, such as colorful
dresses and sombreros. This special day brings together
the traditional beliefs of Native Mexicans with the

Catholic religion, creating a one-of-a-kind mix of cultural a4 scene from "Coco’, a 2017 animated film that
and religious importance revolves around Mexican culture and traditions.

Mid-Autumn, or Moon Festival, is celebrated in East Asiaq,
especially China and Vietnam. It typically occurs on the 15th day
of the eighth lunar month, which usually falls in September or
October. This is a special time for families to come together and
express gratitude for the harvest. One of the main activities
during this festival is moon-watching, as the round and full moon
represents unity and togetherness. Children make the festival

enjoyed by carrying animal and story character-shaped lanterns. Mooncakes, sweet
pastries with various fillings, are a traditional treat shared among loved ones. The festival
has a history dating back more than 3,000 years and is deeply rooted in Chinese and
Viethamese culture.

Festivals remind us about the wonderful variety of cultures and how traditions bring people
together. They show us the beauty of our shared humanity, where happiness, thinking, and
being together have no limits. It's important for younger generations to preserve and
continue celebrating festivals. :

LLE
B ﬁ_ Read the passage again and answer the questions. Explain your answers.
1. What is the main idea of this passage?

2. True or False:
Thanksgiving is a festival that originated in the United States in
the 17th century.

Dia De Los Muertos is a festival celebrated in Japan.

— The Moon Festival is a time for families to express gratitude for the
harvest.

3. According to the passage, why are festivals important?
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& EXPLAIN

A Read the passage again and match the words and their definitions.

Ex:
pass down the state of being in agreement and working together; the
(phr.v) state of being joined together to form one unit
settler . . ) .
(n) the point from which something starts; the cause of something
parade a person who watches something that is happening but is not
(n) involved in it
unrest . . .
(n) a piece of light material that stays on the surface of water
float to pass on something from one generation to the next, creatin
P 9 9 9
(n) a chain of transmission.
onlooker Lo :
(n) a person who goes to live in a new country or region
origin a structure with a flat top, often shaped like a table, where
(n) people perform religious or ceremonial activities
altar a public celebration of a special day or event, usually with
(n) bands in the streets and decorated vehicles
unity . - .
(n) disagreements or fighting between different groups of people

B In groups, read the passage again and fill Featvals
in the missing information in the b i
“Festivals Around the World" table.

C & Discussion
e What are the key features that

define a festival?

e Does a festival require all of those
key features to be considered a
festival?
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/piece
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/light
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/material
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/stay
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surface
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/water
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/structure
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/flat
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/top
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/shaped
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/table
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/disagreement
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/fight
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/group
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
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4L ELABORATE

A Group work: Brainstorm and create a festival inspired by your assigned day and
theme. Use follow-up questions to help your group come up with creative ideas.

Theme 1: Sports and Fitness Festival

Date: 23rd June (International Olympic Day)

Create a festival that celebrates sports, fitness, and healthy living. You
can plan athletic events, fitness challenges, and wellness activities.

Follow-up questions:

e What sports and fitness activities do you enjoy? How can you incorporate them into
your festival?

e Do you want your festival to focus on competitive sports, casual activities, or a mix
of both? Why?

e How can you ensure that everyone, regardless of their fitness level, can participate
and have fun at the festival?

Theme 2: Culinary and Food Festival

Date: 16th October (World Food Day)

Create a festival that celebrates the different types of food from around
the world. Encourage students to include cooking demonstrations,
tasting sessions, and displays showcasing cultural foods.

Follow-up questions:

e Will your festival feature local flavors, international dishes, or a blend of both?
What's the reasoning behind your choice?

e How can you make the festival engaging for attendees? Can they try cooking some
dishes or participate in a voting system for their favorite foods?

e Think about festival themes like "Spicy Delights” or "'Farm-to-Table." How can you
include these themes in your festival concept?

B Make a poster to present your group’s festival.

e Draw, color or make mind maps.

C Present your group’s festival to the class.
e Use key phrases to present.

Festival creatio®
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& EVALUATE

A What have you learned today? Check the list.

v

Explore the main characteristics and features of festivals.
Create festivals for specific calendar dates.

Understand why there are many festivals celebrated worldwide.
Learn new vocabulary related to festivals.

Create and present a festival to the whole class.

OO0O00O0O

B Write a 30-word passage about why people celebrate festivals around the world.
Say 2 things you like the most about the festivals.

The greatness of a culbure can be found in its festivals.”

Siddharth Katragadda
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