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A boutique consultancy
offering creative solutions

to educational needs

Inspired and guided by the words of the
world-famous iconic Nelson Mandela, Pro.Ed
was borne of the belief that high quality
educational expertise can transform a
society for the better. We are obsessed with
providing cutting edge educational services
for our clients with the idea that they will
bring out the best in their learners.
At Pro.Ed, we also believe that high-quality
education is for everyone, not only for the
privileged. Pro.Ed CSR activities offer frequent
free of charge opportunities for all people to
access the latest and most practical
educational expertise to promote education
equity and a culture of learning in society.

By providing a deep reservoir of educational
expertise and experience, we aim for the
betterment of all.

"Education is the most powerful
weapon which you can use to change
the world."

FOR THE BETTERMENT 
OF ALL

In this dynamic era of learning, staying ahead requires a constant thirst for knowledge
and an openness to exploring new frontiers. That's why we created EduVerse

Newsletter — to serve as your guide through the vast universe of education, where
ideas collide, perspectives intertwine, and possibilities abound.

With a dedicated focus on the needs and aspirations of educators, we curate a
diverse range of articles, tips, and best practices to support your teaching journey.

From cutting-edge pedagogical strategies to engaging classroom activities, we are
here to equip you with the tools and inspiration you need to ignite curiosity, foster

creativity, and cultivate lifelong learners.

So, whether you're a teacher seeking new teaching techniques or an education
enthusiast looking for fresh perspectives, EduVerse is here to accompany you on your

educational odyssey.
                             Join us as we embark on this exciting journey together—let's dive into  

               the EduVerse and unlock the infinite possibilities of education!

Welcome to EduVerse Newsletter
the educational newsletter powered by Pro.Ed Education Solutions!

Quoc Le
Editor-in-chief



FEATURE

O V E R L E A R N I N G
Why should students be doing it?

Jake Whiddon 

When I arrived in China in 2004, I eagerly embarked on my journey to master the Chinese language. I
tried to apply the "Input + 1” principle to every aspect of my studies, and steadily progressed to roughly
an A2 level. However, in 2007, my linguistic journey hit a plateau when I moved to Shanghai, a city
where English was more prevalent. The need for Chinese communication diminished, and I set aside
my rigorous I+1 approach, resulting in stagnation and even a slight regression in my Chinese level. 

My overlearning language story 

Notably, I discovered that the foundational, or
“overlearned” Chinese skills I initially acquired
remained intact, as they were crucial for
daily survival—ordering food, hailing taxis, or
making small talk with the bus driver each
morning. This prompted me to reflect on
language teaching methods   and    to   delve
deeper into the concept of "overlearning” and
highlights the need for balance between the
"Input +1" and “Input -1”.

In 2012, I secured a job at a Chinese company, necessitating regular Chinese communication. I then
saw my Chinese level improve dramatically and very quickly, particularly in areas related to education
and curriculum discussions. In 2014, I became a parent. Wanting to provide my child with an English-
speaking environment at home, my Chinese deteriorated again and I was back to my original level. 

This phenomenon is particularly pronounced among EFL (English as a Foreign Language) learners,
especially those who are acquiring a language in their home country, where opportunities for real-
world language use outside the classroom are limited. On the flip side, teachers who are learning a
new language in the country where they teach enjoy a unique advantage in terms of practical
application. The same principle holds for students who venture abroad to learn as ESL (English as a
Second Language) students. However, it's essential to acknowledge that the majority of young learners
rarely have access to such opportunities. Let's delve into this concept of overlearning. 
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Overlearning refers to the practice of continuing
to study or practice a skill or material well
beyond the point of initial mastery. The idea
behind overlearning is to reinforce knowledge or
skill to such a degree that it becomes automatic
or second nature, reducing the chances of
forgetting or performance errors.

Cognitive educational scientist Daniel
Willingham emphasizes the importance of
revisiting and overlearning previously learned
material, even if students may initially resist this
idea. Teachers also deal with a common
concern from parents who question the need to
revisit topics, highlighting that language
learning doesn't follow a linear path but rather
involves ongoing reinforcement and expansion
of knowledge.

Implementing overlearning in your classrooms
can significantly enhance the learning
experience and overall proficiency. In the realm
of language learning classrooms, the concept
of allowing students to explore the language
they've acquired can aptly be termed "input
minus one. (input-1)" Another suitable term is
the division into "above the line" versus "below
the line" activities within the classroom. "Above
the line" encapsulates the notion of 'input +1'
activities geared towards challenging and
introducing new linguistic elements. Conversely,
"below the line" encompasses endeavours
where students are encouraged to experiment,
play, and create with previously acquired
language.

What does the research say about
overlearning? 

This article aims to address a pressing issue,
especially for educators in environments where
students don't have ample opportunities to use
the language they're learning in their daily lives
outside the classroom. In language education,
we strive to produce students who can
confidently use language skills above the line
while also maintaining proficiency in the
foundational aspects below the line.

Are you balancing above and
below-the-line learning? 

Unfortunately, many curriculums follow a linear
path, covering one topic after another. While
some language may resurface, it often doesn't
receive the attention it deserves. In classrooms,
the pattern often involves moving onto the next
topic after completing a series of lessons and
tests, leaving previously learned material
behind. This pattern is common worldwide, and
we see learners who complete courses but still
struggle to communicate effectively in real-
world situations.

As teachers, we often neglect to spend
sufficient time allowing students to use the
language they have already learned. Time
constraints are a significant factor. However, if
we can find ways to provide opportunities for
overlearning, we can offer students a better
chance at mastery. Furthermore, when we allow
children and students to overlearn, they begin
creating their own "i +1."

This phenomenon is observable in various
contexts, such as games and music. Children
playing games in the schoolyard often add their
own rules or variations after mastering the
basics. Similarly, musicians, once they've
learned the fundamentals of an instrument,
start infusing their own style into their music.
However, in language learning, we often stray
from this approach due to time limitations.
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Here are six practical strategies for implementing below the line activities in your classroom, (or home):

How can you add overlearning to your teaching?

Reading simple books: Encourage your
students to revisit previously read books,
even ones from a lower grade, fostering an
environment where they can experiment,
play, and create with the content. Partner
work often enhances these activities, as
collaboration allows them to explore new
perspectives, change character names, act
out scenes, or even craft alternative endings.
This process reinforces language
consolidation without the struggle, eventually
enabling them to engage in discussions and
move towards their own "input+1" territory.

1 Gaming for vocabulary: Games offer an
effective means to remember and consolidate
new vocabulary. While playing games, students
are required to recall game rules and
simultaneously remember newly acquired
words—a cognitive double whammy that
enhances learning. You can also encourage
students to adapt their favorite classroom
games to incorporate vocabulary from earlier
units or from their language learning history. As
cognitive demands decrease, students will
naturally begin to experiment and introduce
new words and concepts into the games.

2

Interactive language apps: Integrating well-
designed language apps into your classroom can be
highly beneficial. These apps not only introduce new
material but also facilitate repeated engagement.
Students may aim to achieve higher scores or
choose to play in pairs, thereby consolidating
language skills while simultaneously challenging
themselves in various ways. The repetition inherent in
app-based learning takes language acquisition
below the line, where students can further
experiment with their language competence.

3

Re-listening to stories: Provide opportunities for students to listen to stories they
have heard before without the pressure of immediate response. This approach
allows them to notice nuances they might have missed during active dialogue-
based learning. Instead of constantly shifting to new stories, which is common in
traditional teaching, allowing students to engage in extended listening can
uncover previously unexplored dimensions of language comprehension.

4
Drawing as review: Simply ask your
students to draw the vocabulary
from the class. Drawing represents a
low-cognitive-load activity that
encourages students to contemplate
the visual representation of
vocabulary. When students draw,
they're compelled to consider the
meaning behind words and phrases,
reinforcing language retention
without the need for vocalization. This
approach lessens cognitive strain
while promoting repetition.

5 Musical reinforcement: Songs offer a powerful
medium for language reinforcement. Playing a
song in class initiates vocabulary retention,
but it doesn't stop there. Just as we naturally
listen to songs repeatedly, students can also
take ownership of language through song. As
they become more familiar with lyrics, they
infuse their interpretations, expressions, and
even dance moves into the mix. This iterative
process transforms language learning into
language mastery, often encompassing
grammar structures and vocabulary relevant
to the song's context.

6

These below the line activities foster a dynamic learning environment that encourages experimentation
and creativity while solidifying language skills. By integrating these strategies into your classroom and at
home, you empower students to engage more deeply with the language they're learning, ultimately
enhancing their language acquisition journey.

The beauty of these activities is that they can all be done at home. They do not need to be seen as
classwork or homework but as easier fun types of learning any student can do in the comfort of their
own home. 
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Automaticity: By practicing a skill beyond
mastery, it can become automatic, requiring less
conscious effort. This is especially helpful in
tasks where quick reactions or fluency are
necessary, such as playing a musical
instrument, typing, or sports.

Retention: Overlearning can help in retaining
information for longer periods. When material is
overlearned, it tends to be more resistant to
forgetting.

Performance under pressure: Overlearned
skills or knowledge are less susceptible to the
detrimental effects of stress or pressure. This is
why performers, athletes, and professionals
often practice routines or tasks repetitively.

Potential downsides: While overlearning has
its advantages, it can also be time-consuming
and may yield diminishing returns. Spending
excessive time on one skill or topic can take
away time from learning others. Additionally,
there's a risk of burnout or developing bad habits
if not careful.

Spacing effect: Research suggests that spaced
repetition, or spreading out study sessions over
time, can be more effective than cramming or
overlearning in a single session. Combining the
principles of overlearning with spaced repetition
can maximize retention and skill acquisition.

A few key points about overlearning
My personal language journey in China vividly

illustrates the crucial concept of overlearning. As
I navigated my linguistic path, it became evident
that achieving language proficiency involves a
delicate balance between "above the line" and

"below the line" learning approaches. Often
overlooked in classrooms yet pivotal,

overlearning solidifies foundational language
skills. Strategies like revisiting books, engaging in
language games, leveraging apps, re-listening to

stories, drawing, and embracing musical
reinforcement serve as practical tools that

bridge the gap between these two dimensions of
learning. Importantly, these activities transcend
classroom settings, offering students accessible

avenues for overlearning and enduring language
mastery, irrespective of their surroundings.

Jake Whiddon has worked in the Asian language-learning
market since 2004. His roles have included academic operations
management and regional training at institutions like Education
First and Macmillan Education Asia. He was previously a Course
Director for Trinity College London's Cert & DipTESOL programs
and is currently Head of Learning Experience at Studycat. Jake's
reach extends across Greater China, Vietnam, Japan, Thailand,
Cambodia, and Myanmar, where he focuses on developing
independent learning skills in young learners and integrating
educational technology into both classrooms and homes,
showcasing his dedication to education.

Scan QR
or

Click here
2-minute quiz Results

Are you balancing 
above and below-the-line activities 

in your class?

Check out Studycat’s language learning apps at
www.studycat.com
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the
experts

Welcome to Ask the Experts, the ultimate column dedicated to
professional development in the field of education. In this
dynamic and ever-evolving field, continuous growth and
learning are paramount. In each issue, we explore the most
commonly asked topic by interviewing an invited expert for
their insights, experiences, and strategies.

THE NEXT CHAPTER
TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN ELT

Professional development is a big aspect
and responsibility of all educators. It is a part
of the “Standards of Practice” that teachers
must adhere to. But too often it is a one-size
fits all approach. Teachers are talked down
to and lectured at and CPD (Continuous
Professional Development) becomes
something a teacher just does to fulfill
requirements rather than fill up their
teaching soul. 

But there have been changes and there is a
bigger focus now on reflective teaching
practices (see my friend Tom Farrell’s work
in this regard). Teachers think about their
teaching “in situ”, as it takes place and
through conversation, dialogue, reflection
and sharing – grow and respond to the
challenges they face in their classroom. 

An exclusive interview with David Deubelbeiss

EduVerse: Good day and welcome to our exclusive interview series, Ask the Experts. We are honored to
have Mr. David Deubelbeiss join us today. He's a globally recognized English language professor and the
visionary behind ELT Buzz, as well as the thriving LinkedIn community, ELT Professionals. Our focus today
centers on Teachers' Professional Development, especially in the era of technology and AI.

Welcome, David. It's a pleasure to have you here with us. Let's jump straight
into it. How have you seen teacher professional development evolve,
especially in the field of ELT (English Language Teaching)? 

There also is a larger recognition of the
“informal” (but still as powerful) aspects of
professional development. Teacher
discussions in the staffroom, in-school
mentorship and such. Even just teacher
reflection in their own time and space. In
general education, Ed-Camps have
become popular but yet to be adopted
widely in ELT. Here – educators meet
informally in sessions and discuss – there
are no formal lectures by “experts”. 

In the lesson library of free professional
development materials for teachers on ELT
Buzz, teachers can find a reflective teaching
journal that they might use with colleagues
during the year – Zen And The Act Of
Teaching. 

1
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Ask the Experts aims to address the burning questions and challenges that
educators face in their quest for personal and career advancement. Whether you're
an aspiring teacher, a seasoned educator, or a lifelong learner, Ask the Experts
provides a platform for valuable guidance and expertise from renowned
professionals. We believe that investing in professional development not only
enhances teaching effectiveness but also leads to improved student outcomes and
a stronger education system overall.

To bridge this gap effectively,
teachers should be at the
forefront of professional

development planning.
(David Deu﻿belbeiss)

To bridge this gap effectively, teachers should be at
the forefront of professional development planning.
They should create short- and long-term
professional development plans, which are then
communicated to administration and signed off on.
I believe that teachers often know best what they
need, and administrators and organizations should
support them in this process. This alignment
between classroom needs and professional
development is crucial for effective teaching.

Many educators struggle with a
gap between available
professional development
opportunities and their actual
teaching needs. How can
educational institutions and
teachers themselves bridge this
gap effectively to align PD with
teachers' practical requirements
in the classroom?

2

I’ll say upfront, I’m not a big fan of AI. It is still very early days for this technology. I have over 30 years of
experience using technology and building ed-tech companies. In my early days, I was like so many, filled
with the hype. But I’ve not seen ed-tech make much difference in student outcomes over that time. You
can teach just as well with a photo or a chalkboard as with a fancy whiteboard with internet connectivity.
Learning happens in the student’s head not by the mere presence of a technology. That said, teachers
should focus on using technology as a tool, not a replacement, and should start with technology, apps,
tools students already are familiar with. That will help a lot. 

About AI and teacher professional development – my short answer is I see no place for it. Teaching is a
human activity; it will always be so. Let’s not start putting carts before horses and calling it “progress”. AI
would be good for the acquisition of factual teaching knowledge, such as helping teachers enhance
their English proficiency and understanding of terminology, etc. (for example, passing the TKT – Teaching
Knowledge Test). However, when it comes to the practical aspects of teaching, the art of teaching itself,
AI has limited applicability. 

That makes sense. Now, with
the rapid evolution of
technology in ELT, many
educators are trying to stay
updated with the latest trends
and tools. How can they
integrate continuous
professional development into
their busy teaching
schedules?

3
Well put. In the age of AI and
technology, how do you see
teacher professional
development evolving to meet
the changing needs of
educators and learners? What
role do you believe AI can play
in enhancing teacher
professional development?4

I am not a big fan of what I call “ed-tech
feature creep”. New things are pushed by
technological optimists and imposed on
teachers and then you get the stress of
“keeping up”. I think the question is best
handled by teachers sharing the ed-tech
they’ve found that work best for them, with
colleagues. It can be as casually as once every
few weeks, diving into a piece of ed-tech one
teacher uses and discussing the affordances
and drawbacks. Of course, there needs to be a
proper culture of openness, equity and sharing
in the teaching body, for this to work. 
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David Deubelbeiss B.Ed, M.Ed (TESOL) is an internationally
recognized English language professor, teacher trainer,
edupreneur and curriculum developer. A well-known lecturer
and consultant, he’s the author and creator of many successful
publications and digital platforms. David has worked with
schools and organizations across the globe, helping to train
teachers and better use educational technology. He’s the
former director of the global digital platform – EnglishCentral
and now works building his own company, ELT Buzz. Find him on
his large LinkedIn group – ELT Professionals. David espouses the
simple teaching philosophy of “When one teaches, two learn.”

K.I.S.S. Keep It Simple and Sure. Educational technology is not something that I think should
be used “willy-nilly.” You can’t just use it just because you like it. Too often, I go into
classrooms and see teachers using dozens of different kinds of platforms, tools,
memberships etc. Instead, find a few tools that work for you and your students and ensure
they will be around for a while. If working with an organization, school system – agree on a
few tools everyone will use and develop together. There must be a plan in place and
technology applied based on its educational affordances, not “just because”. Also, as
mentioned, do technological surveys of your students – what do they already use? Too
often, teachers and schools just assume a high degree of digital literacy on the part of
students but research shows, this isn’t the case at all. 

What a thoughtful perspective on AI in education! With the rapid advancement of
technology, many educators do feel overwhelmed. What advice would you give to
teachers who might feel overwhelmed by the pace of change and the need for
continuous professional development in this context?5

I’ve built a number of large
communities of professional
development. My original “EFL
Classroom” approached a million
teacher members prior to the age
of Facebook and Twitter when
most informal PD went to those
platforms. Also, in my work with
EnglishCentral, community was
central. It takes a delicate hand.
Here is a shortlist. 

Excellent advice – keeping it
simple and ensuring
sustainability. Building and
sustaining communities of
practice is an area where you
excel. How can such communities
be leveraged to enhance teacher
professional development in ELT?
What are the key benefits of
educators coming together to
share experiences and insights?

6 Make everyone feel valued. Their knowledge
counts. Highlight teacher achievements. 
Create clear processes and make them known,
for expectations and when there are problems
in your community or organization. 
Require teachers to be active members, even if
just “lurking” or “hiding”. If you don’t value it,
teachers won’t either and there must be some
push to make a community grow, flourish. 
Look at who are the “sparkplugs” in your
community. Get them to assist, lead, share,
promote. Who are the early adopters? Who are
those who naturally love to share and guide
other teachers?
Build a community where the teachers already
are. Too often, an organization will use some
platform which teachers know nothing about.
Build on already known social media
platforms. Start there. For example, I’ve gone
from helping teachers with my own platform,
then to Facebook, now to LinkedIn. Visit ELT
Professionals on LinkedIn, my community for
teachers. 

Educational technology is not
something that I think should be
used “willy-nilly.” You can’t just

use it just because you like it.
(David Deu﻿belbeiss)
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This is so important. Think of your classroom as not having 4 walls. Reach out to other
classrooms with project ideas. The internet makes this so easy to do these days. One
project I did which was so simple and thrived was Project Peace. Classrooms around the
world shared songs of peace while also learning English. In Europe there is eTwinning
providing collaboration but there are a number of platforms offering the same (for
example ePals). But really, it just takes teachers being pro-active and reaching out to
other classrooms. Cities have “sister” cities and I think classrooms should have the same. 

Collaboration and peer support are crucial in professional development. Can you share
examples of successful collaboration among ELT professionals that have improved
teaching practices?7

I believe video conferencing technology has already transformed the way teachers can
develop professionally and it has made a big difference in allowing many more teachers
to attend PD sessions and even host sessions. I expect this to grow in the future just like
online teaching has grown, especially since the pandemic and how it forced us to take a
fresh look at online teaching.  

Looking ahead, what emerging trends or technologies do you believe educators should
keep an eye on, and how can they prepare for these changes in their professional
development? 8
Collaboration, learning about how different nationalities and cultures are approaching the task of
teacher education is also on the rise and I expect this to grow. Teacher exchanges are one aspect of this.
Teachers travel abroad for a year and teach in place of a foreign colleague. These kinds of changes are
invaluable to “fertilizing” the teaching culture. I’m also crossing my fingers that teacher pre-service
programs (something I did for a considerable amount of time) become less academic and more
“residency focused” like how doctors learn to practice medicine – in a hospital, by doing. This model is
thriving in several European countries.

Shift towards reflective and informal professional development: ELT is moving
away from one-size-fits-all approaches to encourage teachers to reflect and
share informally.

Teacher-centric development: Teachers should lead professional development
planning to align with their classroom needs.

Use technology mindfully: Select and use a few ed-tech tools purposefully; AI
has limited applicability in practical teaching.

Leverage communities of practice: Value teacher knowledge, ensure active
participation, and promote engagement in professional communities.

Emerging trends: Watch for advancements in video conferencing for PD and
increased global collaboration in education. Pre-service teacher programs may
shift to more practical models.

takeawaysKEY
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LESSON  OBJECTIVES

PREPARATION

Why do people celebrate
festivals everywhere?

0

0

0
0

Welcome to the Lesson of the Month column, a
dedicated space in our EduVerse newsletter where
we bring you insightful and engaging English
Language Teaching (ELT) lessons. Whether you're a
seasoned ELT professional or a passionate new
teacher, this column aims to provide you with a
monthly dose of inspiration and practical ideas to
enhance your classroom practice. 

of the
month

STUDENT WORKSHEET (6 PAGES) TEACHER'S GUIDE (5 PAGES)

explore various global festivals and understand their cultural significance.
compare and contrast festivals from different regions.
reflect on the importance of festivals in human society.
create festivals for specific calendar dates.
use new vocabulary related to festivals.

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

60 - 90 minutes

TARGET LEARNERS
Teens (B1 level)

DURATION

Smartboard
“Festival Around the World” tables in A3 size
School supplies (pencils, crayons,...)

J O U R N E Y  I N T O
FESTIVALS
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Covid-19 disruption renewed interest in
educational change, new research finds

Welcome to In the Verse, your go-to column for curated education
articles and news from across the internet. We'll sift through the
digital realm to bring you concise summaries, keeping you
informed and inspired. Join us as we navigate the vast sea of
online resources and uncover the latest in educational innovation.

Schools are teaching ChatGPT, so students
aren’t left behind
Universities initially sought to ban AI tools like ChatGPT but
are now embracing them. Around 30% of college students
have used ChatGPT for schoolwork, and some universities
are offering training in AI to students and faculty. While
concerns about cheating persist, educators stress the
importance of responsible AI use, believing it can enhance
learning and reduce bias. 

Research by Filio Constantinou of Cambridge University Press
& Assessment has unveiled four positive outcomes from the
Covid-19 pandemic's disruption in education. Constantinou
emphasizes the importance of acknowledging these positive
aspects alongside the negative ones for a more nuanced
understanding of the pandemic's impact on education.

Going outdoors to inspire student writing
Learn how Write Out, an annual event by the National Writing
Project and the National Park Service, promotes outdoor
writing to boost literacy and student engagement. It's open
to all subjects, and there are also opportunities for adults to
write in a supportive community. Explore resources and join
the movement by visiting the official website or using
#WriteOut.

5 more activities to promote kindness and
empathy

In a recent webinar, dedicated educators shared innovative
no-prep back-to-school activities that foster kindness and
empathy in the classroom. This article introduces five
impactful activities which empowering learners to conquer
their fears and embrace the learning journey. These activities
offer valuable tools for nurturing understanding and
kindness throughout the school year.

Johns Hopkins experts advise educators to
embrace AI and ChatGPT
Three experts from Johns Hopkins University came together
on Sept. 19 for "Could AI Upend Education?", a virtual event
open to the public and part of the Johns Hopkins Briefing
Series to discuss the pros and cons of using generative
chatbots like ChatGPT in the classroom, express optimism
that AI can ultimately enhance learning.

* Scan the QR codes or click on the titles to read more.

proed.com.vn12 Eduverse 4

https://edition.cnn.com/2023/08/19/tech/schools-teaching-chagpt-students/index.html?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VUToday+8.21.23&utm_term=Schools+are+teaching+ChatGPT%2C+so+students+aren%E2%80%99t+left+behind&utm_id=401989&sfmc_id=48660524
https://www.edutopia.org/article/going-outdoors-inspires-student-writing
https://mariatheologidou.com/2023/09/12/5-more-activities-to-promote-kindness-and-empathy/?fbclid=IwAR0dTYj8DbYdiEmIM3ZssN__P3Od2XMJeny46lDWC4fAVzYQwYImvf-kYaM
https://hub.jhu.edu/2023/09/26/briefing-artificial-intelligence-education/?fbclid=IwAR23s-hIEBVwqb2Wwbm8Usp0rVYPW0Lf0iJ2zI__wuf6yKXhsbaGhvRFGZU


10 fun and engaging greeting activities for
teachers

The AI advantage: Boosting student
engagement in self-paced learning through AI 
This article discusses how Artificial Intelligence (AI) is
revolutionizing higher education, especially in self-paced
learning. AI enhances learning engagement and also
addresses scalability issues without major cost or disruption.
However, questions about data privacy and the human
touch in education remain. 

Greetings aren't just rituals; they're the keys to an engaging
and inclusive classroom. By infusing creativity and
playfulness into the greetings, teachers can capture the
attention and interest of their students right from the start.
This article introduces 10 delightful greeting activities that
transform "hello" into a catalyst for learning and connection. 

CLIL and Social Emotional Learning (SEL)
Explore how combining Content and Language Integrated
Learning (CLIL) with Social Emotional Learning (SEL)
enhances language acquisition and fosters personal and
social growth. Discover practical activities to integrate SEL
into CLIL lessons, creating a well-rounded educational
experience.

5 lessons about teaching from the movie - The
King's Speech
The King's Speech is a great movie in and of itself. But it also
has important messages and learners for teachers. Bertie
and Lionel spend a lot of time together as teacher and
student and we can take-away so many lessons about what
good teaching is. ELT Buzz outlines the lessons from the film,
The King's Speech that they took from the movie. 

Doodling: Boosting vocabulary and igniting
creativity

Discover the surprising benefits of doodling in education.
Instead of discouraging students from doodling, learn how it
can enhance concentration, creativity, and learning abilities.
Teachers can also use doodling to teach new words
effectively, making vocabulary learning engaging and
memorable.
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FLUENCY
THROUGH
PAGES: 
THE ROLE
OF READING
Language learning is an essential
skill that begins before children
can comprehend what they are
learning. Moreover, learning
multiple languages—while
important—does not come
naturally to everyone. It takes
consistent, prolonged effort. One
must enjoy studying and
practicing to acquire a second
language effectively. Educators
walk the fine line between result
production and engagement.
Fluency (production) is pursued
when learners take a keen interest
in their studies (engagement).
However, the fundamental reason
for learning a language is
forgotten in a world where
quantifiable production is king.

SPOTLIGHT

Joseph J. Hills
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The true purpose of learning English

In English language learning, there is an overemphasis on testing. Language learning has never solely
been about passing tests like IELTS, TOEFL, or TOEIC. These tests are useful and necessary tools, but they
are not the reason for studying English. But passing a test should never be a language learner’s primary
objective. We study English to communicate in English. Learning a language is done to express thoughts,
ideas, emotions, dreams as well as practical instructions. No test, no matter how comprehensive, will ever
truly teach a language learner how to communicate. Instead, one of the oldest learning tools must be re-
emphasized in schools and at home: More time needs to be spent on reading than on test preparation.

Reading is such a powerful learning tool that there have been eras in history where reading was a skill
jealously guarded by the powerful and the elite. History shows how effective reading is as a learning and
developmental tool. However, reading programs have fallen out of fashion in many schools.

Emphasizing reading from an early age will help students develop a stronger fluency than preparing for a
test ever can. Using graded readers allows students of all levels to engage with English language texts in
practical and engaging ways. The primary function of graded readers is to expose EFL learners to
language in a natural, authentic context. Initially, they may not know the exact meaning of specific words,
but contextual awareness helps reinforce proper vocabulary and grammar usage. Every sentence is an 

Rediscovering the power of reading

Additionally, learners develop critical
skills that help them express themselves
by connecting language with emotion,
morals, and social norms. Narrative
structures and descriptive imagery
encourage students to use their
imagination to personally connect with
stories, which encourages critical skill
development in other areas of their lives.
To an extent, reading encourages
students to learn holistically, similar to
how children learn before receiving
formal education.

example with which to experiment and
apply in new contexts. 

When learning a foreign language, working at a gradual yet accessible pace is the best way to operate.
Stephen Krashen’s Input Hypothesis expresses this with the equation “i + 1.” In short, learning a language is
most effective for students when they connect their knowledge to a new language that is only slightly
more challenging. It is a gradual process but a consistently successful one. Thus, graded readers are the
perfect tool for guiding language acquisition in class and at home. A graded reader can take complex
stories like Oscar Wilde’s “The Happy Prince” and adjust the language so that an elementary EFL student
can read comfortably. 

Reading as the path to effective language acquisition
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Graded readers combine engagement and academic rigor in a way that produces strong language skills
without increasing stress levels. More importantly, graded readers inspire students to keep reading by
creating positive associations.  Students who are excited to learn are more likely to retain information and
improve their fluency. When stories incorporate familiar topics, the ease of improving comprehension
increases. Stories are level-appropriate, so even the most complex yet popular stories are accessible. All
of these components help students develop confidence in their English language abilities. This is not
necessarily true of testing and test prep. The beauty of a story is that each time the story is read, new
information is acquired. Positive learning associations with testing are restricted to passing a test.
Communication is most effective when everyone involved is comfortable and confident. Communication
also requires more than one person. Testing is an isolating and individual process, but reading is a
collaborative venture. 

The process of graded reading

After using graded readers, students can talk with each other about the stories they read. They can share
what they like or dislike and what they learned or found interesting. Since graded readers are level-
appropriate, the students won’t have to reach too far beyond their natural abilities to share their thoughts. 

Passing a language test does not necessarily equate
to fluency. A learner with high levels of fluency may

pass a test, but the inverse is less likely. Classes
have unnecessarily moved closer and closer to test-

prep courses because a test provides us with
quantifiable data. However, language and the ability
to communicate is not necessarily a skill that can be
scored. If nothing else, favoring reading over testing

will ensure that students learn more socially, and
what is better for developing communication skills

than socialization?

Joseph J. Hills is an EFL teacher, content developer, and teacher
trainer. He has a bachelor’s degree in History from Guilford
College, where he studied folklore and its connections and utility
in society. He has taught English in South Korea for seven years,
working with students of all ages. After leaving the classroom,
Joseph transitioned to educational content development, where
he has written textbooks and teaching materials for young
learners and elementary school students.
Joseph is now an ELT Consultant for e-future.
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Teaching ideas

Interactive lessons: Engage students with
multimedia, quizzes, and interactive content.
Dynamic presentations: Make presentations
interactive for self-paced learning.
Engaging infographics: Simplify complex
information visually for easier learning.
Interactive posters: Showcase projects and
achievements digitally.
Assessments: Create interactive quizzes for
immediate feedback.
Flipped learning: Use pre-class materials for
more interactive in-class activities.

Share your
customized template
with students using

shareable links.

Publish

Quick Start Guide 

Create or log in
to your Genially

account.

Sign Up
Click "Create" or
"+ New Genially"
to access free

templates.

Explore
Customize the

template with your
own content, colors,
backgrounds, fonts,

and more.

Customize

Genially 

Welcome to Tech Tips & Tools, your go-to
resource for staying ahead in the digital age of
education. Each month, we'll bring you
handpicked tech tips and tools designed to
empower teachers and learners. From innovative
classroom apps to strategies for integrating
technology into your classroom practices to
enhancing teaching and learning experiences.

Genially is an online content creation platform
that allows teachers to design videos,

interactive presentations, infographics,
posters, and more. With Genially, the

possibilities are endless. Teachers can easily
transform traditional static content into

dynamic and engaging experiences, making
learning more enjoyable for students.

Key Features  

Easy for everyone: User-friendly for all
teachers.
Interactive learning: Fun animations,
hotspots, games, and quizzes.
Adaptable & versatile: Works with any subject
and grade level
Engaging experience: Captivating designs
and interactivity from start to finish.
Budget-friendly options: The free version
caters to most of your needs.
Regular updates: Keep the tool fresh and
effective.

tips 
tools

&

https://genial.ly/education/for-schools/
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To make data or process memorable and easy to understand

To create activities from quizzes to interactivity and animation

To convert static pictures into click-to-explore visuals

Discover inspiring Genially products from Pro.Ed Give Genially a
chance to

involve,
engage, and
inspire your

students like
never before.

Infographic

Infographic Interactive Image Gamification

Gamification

Interactive image
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Macmillan Education Asia's 2023 Autumn Webinar series, "Navigating the AI Era: Insights into ELT
Applications" has been an exciting journey into the world of Artificial Intelligence and its transformative
potential in the realm of English Language Teaching (ELT).

Our exclusive ELTea Time session, "Future-Proofing Language Learning: The AI Revolution in ELT," was a
beacon of insights and inspiration. With the host Mr. Del Spafford from Macmillan Asia Regional
Professional Development Manager, and Dr. Quoc Le from Pro.Ed's Founder, as the guest speaker, the talk
embarked on a journey to understand how AI is reshaping language education, making it more
personalized, efficient, and effective than ever before.

Throughout the session, they explored a myriad of thought-provoking topics, ranging from the effective
harnessing of AI technologies to improve the quality of English language education to the challenges
and limitations of AI in ELT. At the end was the glimpse into the future. How might AI further impact the
role of teachers? How might it transform the way English is taught and learned in the coming years?
These questions opened the door to a world of possibilities and potential innovations.

PRO.ED AT MACMILLAN ELTea Time

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the participants, speakers, and Macmillan
Education Asia for making this event a resounding success. Together, we have taken
significant strides toward understanding the potential of AI in ELT and its implications
for the future. Click HERE or scan the QR code to watch this exciting talk again. 

Pro.Ed is dedicated to cultivating a vibrant
community of lifelong learners in this dynamic
and ever-evolving world of education. We curate
a diverse array of daily professional development
activities on our LinkedIn page, offering you
access to the latest strategies, classroom 

INTRODUCING PRO.ED LINKEDIN PAGE

insights, and a wellspring of inspiration to fuel your students' curiosity and
nurture their creativity.
Join our community by following our page, and be ready to actively engage
and share within the Pro.Ed educator network. Whether you're eager to delve
into educational discussions or share your invaluable insights, your
participation will play a vital role in fostering collective growth among
educators in this rapidly changing educational landscape.

https://www.linkedin.com/
company/proed-edu/
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What does it mean to be a teacher in today's rapidly evolving
landscape? As science fiction becomes a tangible reality, the
role of English Language Teaching (ELT) educators is
undergoing a profound transformation. For some, the
emergence of technologies like social media, generative AI,
and the ever-evolving landscape of 'best practices' may seem
like constraints rather than avenues of empowerment.

Join us in welcoming Dr. Quoc Le, the founder of Pro.Ed and
EduVerse PD, alongside two other esteemed experts, Carina
Fragozo and Grzegorz Spiewak, for three truly unique sessions
at Advancing Learning Day 2023, presented by Macmillan.
This event is designed specifically for ELT teachers in 2023,
providing you with the essential tools and techniques to
embrace these advancements as opportunities for both your
personal growth and the future of your teaching career. 
Click HERE or scan the QR code to register.

MEET PRO.ED AT MACMILLAN EDUCATION
ADVANCING LEARNING DAY

Welcome to the prestigious Frankfurter Buchmesse, the largest
book fair in the world, scheduled to take place from October 13-22
2023, in Frankfurt, Germany. This grand event brings together a
diverse array of authors, publishers, and enthusiasts from around
the world to celebrate the written word in all its forms.

At this remarkable literary event, Pro.Ed's Founder, Dr. Quoc Le, will
be delivering an exclusive online presentation, unveiling insights
from his latest publication, The Art and Science of ChatGPT in
Education. Scan the QR code for further information and tickets.

PRO.ED AT THE WORLD'S
BIGGEST BOOK FAIR 

Commencing in August 2023, EduVerse PD Webinars are your gateway to valuable insights and
actionable strategies delivered by seasoned industry experts. These webinars aim to empower educators,
equipping them with the tools needed to elevate their teaching methods, navigate the ever-changing
educational landscape with confidence and creativity, and drive their professional growth.

Building on the success of our inaugural webinar in August, we are excited to announce the return of
EduVerse PD Webinars on October 21, 2023. Once again, we have invited esteemed experts who will assist
both you and your students in achieving greater heights. Be sure to stay tuned for upcoming updates on
how to register via the Pro.Ed website and our social media channels on Facebook and LinkedIn.

verse
P D  W E B I N A R S

EDUVERSE PD WEBINARS
Empowering Teachers'
Professional Growth
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SCOS Components

Classroom
Performance

Assessment (CPA)

Competency
Framework for
Teaching (CFT)

SCOS Teacher PD
learning platform

(LMS)

The SCOS bolsters teacher professional
development by helping teachers hone
their teaching skills and strategies to
better support student learning. 

The SCOS shifts the observation focus
from evaluating teacher behaviors to
scrutinizing student behaviors.

The SCOS helps teachers answer the
regularly-forgotten question: Who is
teaching for? 

SCOS
WHY

The SCOS is an innovative and valuable
approach to classroom observation that
truly places students at the center of
the learning process. 

SCOS 2023
Student-Centered Observation Scheme

An Innovative Approach to Classroom
Observation and Teacher Professional

Development

developed for your school to response
to the evolving demands and needs of

education, particularly in the post-
COVID era

PRINCIPLES
The SCOS is designed based on the 4 modern
principles. It empowers students and
encourages them to take ownership of their
learning while providing teachers with the
tools and techniques to support them in
doing so.

DESIGN 

Teachers' 
new roles

Students' 
new roles

Student-
centeredness

Eclecticism

SCOS OBSERVED AREAS
The SCOS centers around 05 performance areas that
assess the impact and achievement of students during
lessons such as students' engagement, comprehension,
cognitive effort, etc.

Each performance area is complemented by a leading
question aimed at directing the focus of teachers and
observers towards the students' performance and lesson
planning. 

Independent
learners
Active learners
Life-skill
practitioners

Student-outcome
oriented
Problem-based
teaching approach
Including good
insights about the
students

Learning outcomes
Learning process
Choice and voice
Space and place
Thinking

Lifelong learner
Life-skill educator
Innovator of change
Motivator
Bond builder

Contact us at 

Set up SCOS for
your school?

www. proed.com.vn/scos
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Pro.Ed is grateful to its partners for their invaluable
support in advancing education and empowering

teachers and learners worldwide.













Exams administered on-campus or at home 

Online and on demand

Lower cost than other exams

Fast and reliable scores in 1-2 days 

Multi-layered security features

Trained and certified ESL graders 

CEFR-aligned results

Exams 60-90 minutes in duration

The iTEP Academic is an efficient, accurate, and afford- able tool for colleges, universities, and intensive
English programs (IEPs) to measure the English proficiency of applicants and students.









Be part of the EduVerse Newsletter and share your expertise
with our vibrant community of educators. We're looking for
insightful contributions, innovative teaching techniques,
and inspiring classroom activities to empower teachers
and ignite curiosity in students.

Whether you have a unique perspective to offer, a success
story to share, or practical tips and tricks, your voice can
make a difference in shaping the future of education. Join
us in unlocking the infinite possibilities of learning!

Interested in contributing? 
Scan the QR or click HERE send us your contribution or 
send it to info@proed.com.vn.

verse
N E W S L E T T E R

Calling for contribution!!

+84 938 505 093

info@proed.com.vn

https://proed.com.vn

www.linkedin.com/company/proed-edu

https://forms.gle/Q8pjjz4v9NFJFpFK6

